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The Sugar Game
Around the Beet

Board game with sugar cubes and sugar cones, photo wallpaper and 
sugar beet motif for photo shoots, 2021 

Sugar. Industrial heritage and colonialism, <rotor> center for contemporary art, Graz (AT), 
2021/22

After a series of refusals, Pia Lanzinger‘s attempts to contact 

staff of German sugar companies fi nally led her to Klein Wanz-

leben, which not only has ideal growing conditions and a large 

factory, but also signifi cant seed production. Here, she fi nally 

found interesting discussion partners who provided differen-

tiated insights, not least into the historical development of 

German sugar production. Klein Wanzleben appeared to be a 

place of importance for the industrial production of beet sugar 

as early as 1838 and for the systematic cultivation of sugar beet 

since the 1860s. 

The eventful and sometimes bizarre history of the company in 

Klein Wanzleben, the achievements that have been developed 

and the connections on a European and global level, fi nally 

inspire the artist to create a board game in which the many 

details and quite different perspectives on a modern product 

can be traced in a stimulating way or also be viewed critically.
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